
Faith Communities Working Together for Justice: 

Possibilities to spark your imagination and space to share your ideas 
 

 
 Human Trafficking 

 

Immigration  
 

Economic Justice 
 

Ecological Justice 
 

Accompaniment 
& Direct service 
Our work for justice is 
fundamentally rooted 
in relationship. By 
creating 
opportunities for 
connection across 
common divides (i.e. 
socio-economics, 
race, ethnicity, 
nationality, gender, 
age, language, 
species, etc.) we grow 
in our understanding 
of one another’s joys 
and struggles, 
sharing life together.  

 
___ Serve at Rahab's Sisters 
on a Friday evening at St. 
Peter & Paul Episcopal 
Church on 82nd Avenue. 
Rahab's Sisters offers 
hospitality and a supportive 
presence to women 
marginalized by the sex 
industry, domestic violence, 
poverty, substance abuse, 
and homelessness. 

 
___ Hold a story-telling 
event for parishioners to 
share their ancestry and/or 
journey to Portland.  
 
___ Partner with Catholic 
Charities to host a family in 
their Refugee Resettlement 
program.  
 
___ Organize an immersion 
experience for parishioners 
to meet migrant farm 
workers and hear their 
stories. 
 
___ Support English 
language learners by 
offering ESL classes, 
encouraging parishioners to 
serve as conversation 
partners. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
___ Organize a parish visit 
to the Portland Mercado to 
meet the vendors starting 
small businesses and learn 
about this grassroots 
community economic 
development project. 
 

 
___ Promote biking, walking, 
public transit, and carpooling 
to church. 
 
___ Form a Creation Care 
Team with the support of 
Catholic Climate Covenant, 
organizing hands-on 
activities to help the parish 
become more ecologically 
sustainable.  
 
___ Organize a parish hiking 
trip or visit to key sites in our 
watershed.   
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Research & 
Investigation 
We engage in an on-
going search of the 
root causes of 
injustice and explore 
new ways of relating 
to one another and 
the earth.  

 
___ Review the parish’s use 
of products that are often 
associated with slave or 
sweatshop labor: coffee, 
flowers, cleaning supplies, 
etc.  Use “Free2Work” to 
research sweatshop and 
trafficking-free versions of 
these supplies. 

 
___ Partner with Friends of 
Seasonal and Service 
Workers to learn about 
current issues effecting local 
migrant laborers.  
 
___ Learn about current U.S. 
immigration policies and 
research ideas for improving 
the current system.  
 

 
___ Review the parish’s use 
of products that are often 
associated with slave or 
sweatshop labor: coffee, 
flowers, cleaning supplies, 
etc.  Use “Free2Work” to 
research sweatshop and 
trafficking-free versions of 
these supplies. 
 
 

 
___ Conduct a water audit of 
St. Ignatius property (a 
water audit analyzes a 
facility’s water use and 
identify ways to make it 
more efficient).  
 
___ Review the parish’s use 
of products that have 
significant ecological impact: 
coffee, paper products, 
plastic cups, etc. and use a 
research tool like the 
GoodGuide to find more 
sustainable options. 
 
___ Explore the possibility of 
solar panels on church roofs 
as an alternative energy 
source.   
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Awareness raising 
Through faith 
formation and 
education, we seek to 
transform attitudes 
and habits that foster 
injustice and 
indifference. 

 
___ Create small faith sharing 
groups to read and discuss 
Pope Francis’ 2015 World 
Peace Day message: No 
Longer Slaves, but Brothers 
and Sisters  
 
___ Host parish trainings of 
how to identify signs of 
human trafficking and make a 
report to the National Human 
Trafficking Hotline.  
 
___ Host a parish movie night 
showing a human trafficking 
documentary (In Plain Sight, 
Chosen, etc.) followed by 
conversation and fellowship.   

 
___ Create small faith 
sharing groups to read and 
discuss “Strangers No 
Longer:  Together on the 
Journey of Hope, a Pastoral 
Letter Concerning Migration 
from the Catholic Bishops of 
Mexico and the United 
States.  
 
___ Host a parish movie 
night showing an 
immigration documentary 
(Sin Pais, The Hand that 
Feeds, The Visitor, etc.) 
followed by conversation 
and fellowship.   

 
___ Create small faith 
sharing groups to read and 
discuss Pope Francis’ 
Apostolic Exhortation: Joy 
of the Gospel (Chapter 2 
addresses “An Economy of 
Exclusion and Inequality”) 
or Economic Justice for All: 
Pastoral Letter on Catholic 
Social Teaching and the U.S. 
Economy by the US Bishops. 
 
___ Host a parish movie 
night showing an economic 
justice documentary 
(American Winter, Made in 
L.A., etc.) followed by 
conversation and 
fellowship.   

 
___ Create small faith 
sharing groups to read and 
discuss Pope Francis’ 
upcoming ecological 
encyclical.  
 
___ Send a parish delegation 
to attend Cherishing 
Creation: Called to the 
Common Good – the 
Archdiocese’ Social Action 
Summer Institute focused on 
environmental challenges 
and building parish 
community.  
 
___ Host a parish movie 
night showing an ecological 
documentary (Tapped, 
Merchants of Doubt, etc.) 
followed by conversation 
and fellowship.   
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Advocacy before 
decision makers 
By drawing from a 
diversity of tools and 
practices, we seek to 
influence decision 
makers and 
transform unjust 
structures for the 
benefit of the 
common good. 

 
___ Join community groups 
like YES (Youth Ending 
Slavery), OATH (Oregonians 
Against the Trafficking of 
Humans) and Shared Hope 
International in advocating 
for stronger trafficking laws in 
Oregon.   
 

 
___Join the Catholic Legal 
Immigration Network and 
other immigrant rights 
groups who are advocating 
for the end of family 
detention centers (detaining 
women and their children).  
 
___Join Ignatian Solidarity 
Network, the U.S. Jesuit 
Provincials, and USCCB as 
they advocate for 
comprehensive, just 
immigration reform.  
 

 
___ Join community groups 
like Jobs with Justice that 
are addressing wage theft 
and advocating for a $15 
minimum wage in Portland.  
 
___ Send a delegation of 
parishioners to the 2016 
Interfaith Advocacy Day 
sponsored by Ecumenical 
Ministries of Oregon and 
the Archdiocese of 
Portland.   

 
___ Join other community 
groups that are actively 
protesting Nestlé’s bid to 
build a water bottling facility 
on the scenic Columbia River 
Gorge.  
 
___Join national groups like 
Catholic Climate Covenant 
that are advocating for 
Congress to support carbon 
limits and include funds for 
climate protection in the 
2016 budget.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


